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On September 7, 2007, the source sent an e-mail to the 
writer. The e-mail included an article from The Las Vegas Sun , 
detailing the investigation by the Las V egas Metropol itan Police 

Department into the business dealings of The source 

added the comment, "...These guys just exported the same scheme 
done on a much broader scale in Cook Co. That's why we have the 
deficit. " 
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A copy of the e-mail has been attached to and made a 
part of this document. 
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I am sure you may already have seen this, but if not read below. These guys 
just exported the same scheme done on a much broader scale in Cook Co. 
That's why we have the deficit. 

Cops: Thomas' wife key in scheme 

By Tony Cook <tony.cook@lasvegassun.com> and Marshall Allen 
<marshall.allen@lasvegassun.com> 

Las Vegas Sun 


When former University Medical Center boss Lacy Thomas needed to reel in 
kickbacks from his Chicago cronies , he allegedly fell back on a familiar 
scheme. 

Thomas has been under criminal investigation for allegedly directing no-work 
contracts worth millions of dollars from the cash-strapped county hospital 
to his friends in Chicago. His payback, according to sources close to the 
investigation, came in the form of no-work contracts from Chicago to Las 
Vegas - directed to his wife. 

Because of that and other alleged improprieties, Metro Police on Thursday 
recommended that the Clark County district attorney's office prosecute 
Thomas and two Chicago businessmen who benefited .from the contracts. 

Lacy Thomas had been at UMC for about 18 months when he and his wife, 
Henrene Thomas, flew to Aruba on March 3, 2005, at the expense of Chicago 
lobbyist Orlando Jones, according to sources familiar with the 
investigation. 

The couple returned to Las Vegas 10 days, later and Henrene Thomas opened a 
bank account the next day in the name of HT LLC, sources said. 

She never formed any corporation, sources said, but the account allegedly 
became the drop point for at least il kickbacks for county contracts that 
Lacy Thomas awarded to his Chicago friends. 

Jones is an influential player in Chicago politics, the godson of former 
Cook County Board of Commissioners President John Stroger, according to the 
Chicago Sun-Times. 

Sources said at least one of the alleged kickbacks came from a contract 
awarded to Henrene Thomas by one of Jones' clients. Family Guidance Centers 
Inc., a drug rehabilitation clinic in Chicago. 

Under that contract, Henrene Thomas was supposed to open a clinic in Las 
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Vegas, sources said. The money ended up in Henrene Thomas' account, but the 
clinic never opened, and'- it in fact was never intended to open, sources 
said. 

A 60-page document that Metro Police submitted to the district attorney's 
office Thursday recommended prosecution of Lacy Thomas, Jones and Martello 
Pollock, owner of Crystal Communications, a company that received a $132,780 
contract from UMC. 

Crystal Communications, which shares a Chicago Loop office with Jones' 
company, was hired to evaluate UMC's telephone system, according to a police 
affidavit filed in January. Hospital executives told police that the work 
was never completed. 

The request submitted to the district attorney also alleges that Thomas 
helped steer $5,000 to Premier Alliance, a subsidiary of Orlando Jones & 

Associates. 

Jones, reached by telephone Thursday, said he had nothing to do with any 
criminal activity and that police had never contacted him. 

Detectives recommended dozens of criminal counts be filed against the three 
men for bribery, fraudulent appropriation of public property and theft. 

Thomas is named in 19 recommended' counts. 

Sources said the police investigation is ongoing and the number of criminal 
counts could triple in the coming weeks. 

District Attorney David Roger could file charges, dismiss the case, send it 
back to police for more investigation or forward it to a grand jury. 

Thomas' Chicago roots run deep. He attended Chicago State University and 
later served a stint as chief financial officer of the largest community 
college district in Illinois. In 1999 he became director of Chicago's 
Stroger Hospital, formerly known as Cook County Hospital. 

When he came to Las Vegas in 2003 he was supposed to rescue UMC, which was 
staggering from financial losses. Clark County officials praised his 
qualifications at the time. 

But in 2006 Thomas stopped providing Clark County commissioners with monthly 
reports on the hospital's finances. He told commissioners in November that 
UMC lost more than $18 million in the prior fiscal year, but an independent 
audit revealed in January that UMC was more than $34 million in the red. 

The same day that the audit was released, County Manager Virginia Valentine 
fired Thomas and Metro Police raided the hospital looking for evidence 

regarding illegal contracts. b6 
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Chicagoans tied to Vegas kickback scheme: reports 

LABEL 1 1 PT | vf 

September 9, 2007 

BY ART GO LAB Staff Reporter/agolab@suntimes.com 

Las Vegas police have recommended the prosecution of the former head of Cook County Hospital 
and two Chicago businessmen -- one of them Orlando Jones, the politically connected godson of 
former Cook County Board President John Stroger. 

As many as 36 possible charges were detailed in a 60-page document submitted Thursday to the 
Clark County, Nev., district attorney, according to reports in the Las Vegas Sun and on KLAS-TV. 

In the reports, investigators allege that former Stroger Hospital chief Lacy Thomas, as head of the 
financially troubled University Medical Center in Las Vegas, gave "no-work" contracts worth 
millions to Chicago companies. In return, police said, Chicago companies gave kickbacks in the 
form of contracts awarded to Thomas' wife, according to the reports. 


Page 1 of 1 


One contract, for more than $132,000, was given to Chicago-based Crystal Communications, a 
company that shares a Loop office with Jones. Crystal was supposed to evaluate University 
Medical Center's phone system. The money was paid, but no work was done, according to court 
papers filed in January by Las Vegas police. 


'I deny the allegations' / 

One of the contracts to Thomas' wife was awarded by Family Guidance/Centers, a Chicago drug 
rehab clinic that is a client of Jones. Again, money was paid,” but the cjjhic never opened. 

The report also alleges that Thomas directed a $5,000 contract to Premier Alliance, a company 
owned by Jones. 

Jones told the Sun-Times on Friday that he had severed ties with Crystal and had not done 
anything illegal. "I deny the allegations, I have done nothing wrong." He said he has not been 
contacted by Nevada authorities. 

The owner of Crystal Communications, Marty Pollock, who was also named by the Sun as a target 
of the investigation, could not be reached for comment. 
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County pol named in Vegas report 

(http://www.dailysouthtown.com/news/547680,090807jqnes.artic!e) 


September 8, 2007 

By Jonathan Lipman, Staff writer 

Chicago businessman and lobbyist Orlando Jones, a close family friend of Cook County Board President Todd 
Stroger, Friday denied all wrongdoing after a published report said Las Vegas police are pushing for criminal 
charges against him. 

Citing unnamed sources, the Las Vegas Sun says police in that city are asking prosecutors for charges against 
Jones and former Stroger Hospital chief Lacy Thomas. 

Police say their investigation has uncovered kickback schemes arranged by Thomas when he took over Las 
Vegas' public hospital system, according to the Sun report. Among other deals, Jones' wife was paid to open a 
drug clinic for the hospital that never existed, the report says. 

No charges have been filed against Jones or Thomas. 

"I’ve done nothing improper, and I've spoken to no investigators out there at all," Jones said Friday. "Mr. 
Thomas is my friend, I've known him for 20 years." 

Jones said he's done some consulting work for the Las Vegas hospital but would not talk about his wife's 
business, 

Jones was chief of staff under former board President John Stroger. Jones is John Stroger's godson and is a 
friend of Stroger's son, current Board President Todd Stroger. 

Todd Stroger was not available for comment late Friday, his spokeswoman said. 

Jones was chief of staff when Thomas was head of Stroger Hospital. During that time, Thomas hired Great 
Lakes Medicaid as a hospital consultant. That company remains a Cook County contractor and also has been 
named in the Las Vegas probe. 

Jonathan Lipman can be reached at jlipman@dailysoutMQwn.com or at (312) 782-1286. 
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aaaress : 

hnmp i-ol A 


SrtP.I 


white female. Da te of Birth (DO B) ; L 

gpniri fv Arrnnnt- KhiTnHPT- J~ ^ home 


LAjjno 


none number: 

mail address : 


1 00-!--!- 


ono ne 
was 


Illinois 
number : 


. . . advised of the 

identities of the Interviewing Agents and the purpose of the 
interview. She then provided the following information: 


| ~| i s an experienced 
career, handled [ 


Jwho, early in her 

] services for the SECURITIES 


AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION (SEC), the NATIONAL LABOR RELATIONS BOARD 
(NLRB), and other government agencies. 


In 1986 when the COOK COUNTY MEDIC AL EXAMINER'S 
(herein referred to as the Medical Examiner) 


fell behind in the production of [ < 

to help dissipate the backlog ^ 


be approved ~bi[ 


3He 


OFFICE 
1 service 
pegan 
had to 


approval by providing accurate 


to do this work, and she earned his 


contpai±- 
her . 


Shortly ther eafter. I | vas ask ed to bid for 


it^c 


At the time 
Jhas continue 


< 1 h ad 

d to bid 


one other 


the 

Iworking with 


then while doing business as 


to b id for the contr act every year since 


Thef 


special] 

handling this duty. 


format that 


t hat a ref 


are put into a 

Iquickly learned when she began 


].ost the contract in 1989 or 199 0 to another company 

but subsequently got the contract back. I k as awarded the 
contract nearly every year thereafter as the low bidder with 
historically high performance. 


, Jlost her contract for 

when a company in Texas known as[ 


] After win ning the contract. 


a short window of time in 2003 

underbid 


The head of this Tex as compan y was named 


offered he r a job. 


explained 


tel 


to fulfill the contract , and 


called f 


En3I 


fchat he had a 


recognized that 


this 


Investigation on 9/4/2007 


Illinois 


File s 194B-CG-126989- 

by 


SA 

SA 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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contrac 


1 


means was in violation of the specifications of the 
Accordingly, r I contacted the Cook Countv Contract 


Compliance Department and advised them of£^ 

Ito fulfill the contract. 


noncompliance wi th the specific ations of the contract due to the 


extensive use of| 
this time, 


earned thatf 


] a Cook County^ 


Around 


in charge of the| |at the Medical Examiner, was working 

behind the scenes on behalf of l I company. 

.ng the contract, it wa^ taken 
and given back to 


away frorrJ 


-f^T^T mnnthc! affor ropp-itri 


Every year through 2004 , 


|iad been granted a waiver 

indicating that, because of the nature of the work she did, she was 
unable to utilize a minority contractor or supplier for the 
required 25% of the work. This re quirement cou ld have been 
fulfilled by subcontracting 25% of f ~| to a minority 

contractor. However, there were no approved minority contractors 
in the Cook Co unty Directory. Furthermore, the Medical Examiner's 


,job did not entail the purchase of much equipment, so 

j was unable to purchase supplies totaling 25% o f the contract 
amount from a minority vendor. Accordingly,! [lever had the 
required 25% minority participation and had always been granted a 
waiver because of the nature of her work. 
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In Aug ust or September 2004, 
Cook County owed | E or 


appro ximately $20 , 000 . 
] who had four] 


the amount of money that 
services totaled 


ms wa s creating a financial hardship for 
working for her. 


I I complained to Cook County Officials, including: 
I b he Business Administrator at the 


be 
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Medical Examiner, 


| |the Chief Administrator at the 

Medical Examiner, and 

DR. EDMUND DONOGHUE, the Medical Examiner. 

She told them all about the lack of payment for work that 
had already been done. 
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Through the__omcess of repeated complaints and visits to 
the Medical Examiner,! [.earned that her invoices were sitting on 


the desk of an individual named First Name Unknown (FNU) 

l i nformec | | that T I had a personal probl em wi tn 


:hat may have something to do with the reason] | was not 
gernng paid. 


be 

b7C 


Around this period of time in August or Spntsmhsr 7004 


[ received a te lephone call 
(phonetic) . | | believed that 


rom a 


stranger namedl 


was a black male based upon his 
She also believed that 


voice and the context of the can. 
in his forties or fifties. This call occurred right before 
contract was set for rebidding with Cook County. 


'■'pg 


□ 


After introducing himself on the phone, | |told 
that he was aware of the probl em she was having coiiecLing her 
money from Cook County. | | stated that, without him, she was not 

going to get her contract with the County renewed. I I went on to 
say he was aware she was having, trouble getting her monies from the 
County and that he also was aware that l I was sitting on her 

money. I I stated that he knew people who worked at the Medical 

Examiner and mentioned the names of - seve ral county employees 
includinq l | and 


l=K 

>ken to 


never spoken to before, 
business problems . 


as shocked to hear that| 

was so intimately 


la stranger she had 

familiar with her 


be 

b7C 


went on to tell ! I th at he could bid on her 


contract under his own name and allow 
contract as she had always done. | 

a minority, serve as a "broker" tor this contract. 


to continue running the 
Suggested that he could, as 


be 

b7C 


I l asked l I how much of a cut he would require to 


perform this service. 


bid to a higher 


I stated that he would raise | 

amount, so she could continue getting paid the same amount she 
always had been receiving from Cook County. | | as the bidder, 

would keep the diff erpnc e between the actual amount of the contract 
and the amount that] [required. 


be 
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explained to l ~l that this would not work because 


they would not be the low bidder, and they would not be awarded the 
contract . 
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replied that ip — sne-h . a situation, they would just 

move on to anot her contract. lid not seem to understand that 

this was only source of income and that it wouldn't be so 

easy to just move on to another co ntract when she was an .singularly 

qualified for this particular job. | | stressed to| |on the 

telephone that, without him, she was not going to receive the 
contract . 


| | gave | | -t-g. i 

tele phone numbers were| 

toldl I that his business name was 


inumbj 


im. The 
He also 


became nervous that she was being set up for s ome 
kind of con Li' Jet fraud sting investigation. She asked |~ | if it 
would be possible fo r her s on-in-law (an ex-police officer) to talk 
this o ver with him. ktated that this would not be a problem. 

I son-in-law is named 


E called f I on her behalf, an dl I mad e the same 

nat ne had on th e or ig inal c onversation with l 
never disclosed to ei ther I br I the amnnnj- he planned to bid 

on the I I contract on behalf ofl 


I I called | | back a . rnnnl e days later and spo ke to 

son, who was a grown man. | lexpl ained t o ] son (name 

unrecalled) that she was not going to take | | up on his offer. 

later returned | telephone call and told her 

that she was not going to get ner contract renewed with Cook 
County. 

This scared >ecause she needed the business. This 

was not a particularl y j.u^l ative contract. The dollar amounts 
involved were about $140,000 per year. The contract itself was bid 
on a two year basis, so the total contract amount was only about 
$279,000 over two years. 


| | certainty that | would not get the contract 

scared her so much that she spoke i-pl land tol d him 

the situa tio n. S he never mentioned name to 

b old | [that she should get hers elf into c ompliance with 
the 25% minority involvement requirement. I I did not respqnj 

directly about the odd phone call from the stranger I that] 

told him about. * * ^ 


tr tr 
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|told 

bidder win rnis contra 
the Medical Examiner seemed to like 


that he would rather see a minority 
l, but he ac knowle dged that the doctors at 


ke to 


I I also spo 
was always involved in 
how nervous she was abbu t meeting the 2 
requirement, anc[ ' 


ZC 

rti 


ontract . 


_Ea 


some reason, 


also recommended 


explained to 
-nrcnority involvement 
that she should do what 


it took to meet this requirement. 


with 


[ 


ag a i n, when discussing the call she rec£± 5 £fid_J:rom 


i- n ' 

Jsh 


she did not specifically mentioned 


name 


]did not react to the story about the telephone call. 


□ 


told this story to 
was recei ving the c alls from 


contract 
worked fo 


was an emp loyee 


b6 
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around the time she 
ana preparing to rebid for the 
at the Medical Examiner who 
just left his employment with i^he C ook 


worked fo:| | | | just left his employment with Iphe C ool 

County Medical Examiner recently. I I recommended that I Igo 

J 1 I _ l _ _ 1 1 /-Hi 1 ill li 1 I I . , 


talk to somebody because he felt what they were doing to her wasn't 
right . 
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I l aathered with her family to get her paperwork 
together for bidding on this contract. They brainstormed about 
ways to obtain the 25% minority involvement requirement and 
reviewed the directory of certified minority contractors to find a 
subcontractor or supplier she could utilize in her bidding. 


Eventually, 


|found a certified minority contractor in 

the directory known as OTTAWA FORD, a car dealership in Ottawa, 
Illinois owned by| |made an agreement with OTTAWA 

FORD to pur chase a utomoDiles with a value of 25% (approximately 


contract bid amount. | | did not need 


$70,000) of 

automobiles’ ror ner business, but she couldn't think of any other 
way to fulfill this requirement and keep the contract. 


□ was awarded the contract and was saddled with this 
25% mi nori by involvement involving OTTAWA FORD. In December 2004, 

|purchased a van from OTTAWA FORD for approximately $30,000. 

She turned the car over to her son-in-law who continues to make 
payments on this vehicle. 


In May 2005, I Inn r<-.h a serf a Ford Escape from OTTAWA FORD 
for the amount of $26, 000 . I l still has this vehicle, but her son 
makes the payments each month. 
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because 



fami; 

ly members make the payments on the vehicles b7c 

fford to make them herself. 

□ 

cannot a: 



1 never resurfaced. She never heard the name 


again. She attempted to look up 


company. 


in the directory of certified minority businesses, yet there was no 
mention of his certification in the book. 


Eventually, after five- months of trying, | was able to 

successfully collect the money she was owed by Cook County. 


I 


from the 
1 Other 


— |does not know of any other contra ctors 
Medical Examiner who may have been contacted by 
contractors include janitorial services, outside maintenance 
services, office/medical equipment suppliers and outsourced 
laboratory work. 

Recen tly, the contract was up for renewal in November 
2006, and | f e-bid on the contract. This time she asked for a 

waiver from the 25% minority participation rule because she didn't 
want to get involved with purchasing cars for no reason again. 


be 

b7C 


I I was told that she was not qualified because_sh£, 


not have 25% minority participation. A company known as 


came. 1 n 
yet 


at a higher bid. 
loutsources its 


t 


did 


Jo 6 
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has 


off p ees in Chicago and New York, 
to the Philippines. 


The contract was pro visionally awarded to 
quality of the I 
County put the contract up 
new bids. was aware that 


□ 


but the 
and Cook 


]failed the ini tia l te st . 
f or re-b id. Both I I and I knhmj tt«qd 
as $ . 12 oerl I and I 


won the contract again with 
previous bid had been $.15 per 


bid was $ . 12 per 
h e bid o f $.1151 per| 


Therefore, at the time of this interview, n is the 
(contractor. | | is currently challenging this 


bo 

b7C 


contract because the contract specifies that the work is not 
supposed to be outsourced overseas . 


I 


□ is particularly upset because Cook County had always 
phe minority participation waiver in the past since she 
nave 25% w orth of supplie s to buy and can't find a 

service to whom she can 


granted 
doesn't 
certified minorityf 
subcontract 25% of 1 


uie woi'K. 
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just leftHrt 
funny about 
with the Me<! 
the contract 


.On 9/4/2007 


s suspicious about l I beca use who 

ledical Examiner, told | | that there was something 
and the mean 's hw w hich they obtain ed t he contract 
il Examiner. tlso learned that 1 [ has received 

Lth Cook CourrLy itroger Hospital to handle medical 


|_ _|contacts at the Medical Examine^ tFjll her that| | 

is performing the work in a shoddy fashion, and| (continues to be 

out of compliance because of the overseas outsourcing of the work. 

The point person for this contract within Cook County was 

-J wh o always seemed like a reasonable person and always 

encouraged I ~l to show good faith in her bids. 

I compla ined to I I 

I ■ I for Cook County, about her disqualification. 

stated that she should not have been disq ualified because of 

the 25% minority involvement rule provided! |had shown good faith 
in her application. 


I | went on to expls 
fa ith in her application, and 
to [Later. 


that she had shown good 

stated that she would get back 


is still waiting for a response from 


n 


T 
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Sergeant 


Star 


CHICAGO POLICE 


DEPARTMENT (CPD) , Area 3 Special Vict ims Unit, 2401 West Belmont 


be 

b7C 


provided 


Avenue, Chicago, Illinois, telephone: 
documents to the investigating Agent regarding the "missing persons 
report filed by the family of ORLANDO JONES, Date of Birth (DOB) 
June 6, 1955. 


herein. 


The documents provided are attached and made a part 


b6 
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investigation on 09/12/2007 at Chicago, Illinois 


File # 194B-CG-126989 


by SA 


\ :mkc^^ 


Date dictated 09/13/2007 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its 


^stributed outside your agency. 
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1 FAX NO. 
1 5*6820 


Area Three special Victims Unit 


MESSAGE 


CONTACT TELEPHONE NO. !- FAX NO. 

; 4-8266 i 4-2590 


HIGH RISK MISSING: Recorded under RD# EN-584866, 

Orlando JOHES..M/B/S2. 5'07/I90 lbs. Grey hair, brown eyes. Missing from 5 E. 14th. Place. 
Last seen on 1 1 Sep 07 at 1745 hrs, Missing was last seen wearing a black and grey sweater, 
grey dress pants and black shoes. ; ^ J 

Missing may be driving his 2007 white Lexus 4-dr, Illinois license # G963067, 

Missing left a lengthy suicide letter to family members. 
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3, DATE UIT SEEN 


TIME 
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LEADS RESPONSES 


PAGE 01 


12 SEP 07 
1644 INQ 


ZXCX LDS/M07D5428 MISSING PERSON INVOLUNTARY 
DLC/091107 

NAM/ JONES, ORLANDO SEX/M RAC/B 

DOB/060655 AGE/52 HGT/507 WGT/190 HAI/GRY EYE/BRO ^ 

SOC/361483766 f 

MIS /HN5 8 4 866/DRIVING 2007 LEXUS 4 DR WHITE LIC PLATE\G9630 67 /SUICIDAL/LEFT NOTE 
VCO/SIL VYR/04 VMA/LEXS VST/4D 
VIN/JTHBN36F840156475 

LIM/02 LIY/08 LIS/IL LIT/PC LIC/G963067 
OCA/N584866 
ORA/PD CHGO, IL 

**** END OF MESSAGE **** 

ENT/KCX OPR/SF TME/1500 DTE/091207 NIC/M816825385 
CONFIRM WITH OR 


F1=HELP F2=NEXT F3=PREV F9=VIEW ALL F10=ERASE F11=STATUS F12=EXIT 
HDC035 PRESS F2 TO VIEW ADDITIONAL RECORDS 



* 



Last Name: 

JONES 

First Name: 

ORLANDO 

Age:. 

52 

Gender: 

MALE ' 

Height: 

5G7 

Weight: 

190 

Eyes: 

BROWN 

Hair: 

BLACK/GRAY 

Complexion: 

MEDIUM 

Race: 

BLACK 

Date of birth: 

06-JUN-1955 

Date of last contact: 

11 -SEP-2007 

Scars, marks, tattoos: 

: NONE 



[The above missing person left the ar ea of 14th Place and State on 1 1 September and has not 
returned The missing was last seen driving a pearly white 2007 Lexus 4 door, llinois plate G96306 
The missing is despondent over recent events and left a note indicating he was suicidal. If lo 
please contact Area Three Special Victims Unit or Missing Persons. 


Area Three Special Victims Unit 

( 312 ) 744-8266 

Produced on Critical Reach System 1 1354:626. See www.criticalreach.org for more information on Critical Reach alerts. 
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